POXOECTBEHCKOE MEPONPUATUE
LEPKBEN WOPOAHWU

Bo BTOpHUK 5-0oro / 18-oro pekabps 2018 ropma Ero bnaxeHCTBO Hall
Otey u MaTtpuapx WepycanuMmckun Oeodun npucyTcTtBOBan B
PoxpectBeHCKOM MeponpuaTtum WNoppaHckux Uepksen nop 3awmtou Ero
BenuyectBa Kopons WoppaHun Abpannsl U6H XyccenHa, NOKpoBUTenNS
MycynbMaHCKUX U XpuctumaHckunx CBATbiHb B Wepycanume. Meponpuatue
cocToAnocb B KynbTypHOM ueHTpe npepekTypol B AMMaHe, 4TOObI
nogyepKHyTb W noggepxaTb MUPHOEe cocylwecTBOoBaHWe MycynbMaH W
XpuctmaH u ropopa MWepycanuma, KaK CBUOeTeNbCTBO UX
MOEHTUYHOCTM M B 4YeCTb POXOEeCTBEHCKOro npa3fHuKa.

B HeM npuHAnM aKTUBHOE y4dacTue npepcTtaBuTenu npasuTenbCTBa
WopmaHun u uMambl, npepctasngawwne penuruw Wcnama, [pe3unpeHT
NManecTuMHCcKoro rocypapctea Ero lNpeBocxoautenbcTBOo r-H Abbac Aby
Ma3eH, XpucTumaHckue nupgepbl u3 LUepksen Wepycanuma #u
npepnctasutenn LepkBen u3 WNoppaHun.

ConpoBoxpawwmMn Ero bnaxeHcTtBo u3 Wepycanuma 6binu reHepanbHbIK
cekpeTtapb Ero BbicokonpeocBfieHCTBO Apxuennckon KOHCTaAHTUHCKUWU
ApucTtapx M OTBeTCTBEHHbIM 3a apabckume CMU o. Wcca Mycnex, u3
AMMaHa Ero BbicOKONpeocCBfiEHCTBO Mutpononut OunapnenbGunckuin
BeHeoukT, MaTtpuapwuin Enutpon B AMMaHe Ero BbiCOKONPeOCBAWEHCTBO
Apxuenuckon Kupumakynonckum Xpuctodpop, Ero BbicokonpeocCBAwWeHCTBO
Apxuenuckon MapaBckuu ApuctoByn MaTtpuapwmn Enutpon Mapusei,
apxuMaHoput WNepoHuMm urymeH Oxeca, Matpuapwun Enutpon WNpbeTta
apxuMaHopuT Padamn M MHOrMe CBAWEHHWUKW Hawen nacTBb B
WoppaHuu.

Ero bnaxeHcTtBo obpatunca Ko BCeM MNPUCYTCTBYWWMM ycTamu Ero
BoicokonpeocssuweHcTBa Apxuennckona Kupmakynonbckoro Xpuctodopa
Ha apabCKOM fA3blKe:

Your Majesty King Abdullah II Bin Al Hussein
Your Excellencies and Honorary guests,
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Ladies and gentlemen,

I have the great honor to present the speech of His Beatitude
Theophilos III, Patriarch of the Holy City and all other works
of Palestine and Jordan, and convey to your majesty the
greetings of the members of the Holy Synod, the members of the
Holy Sepulchre, the honored priests of the Greek Orthodox
Patriarchate of Jerusalem, and our children, the faithful of
the Greek Orthodox Church, in the celebration of this glorious
Christmas under the patronage of Your Majesty.

For You, your Majesty, the King of the Beloved Jordan, are the
Guardian of the Islamic and Christian holy sites in Jerusalem,
including the Holy Sepulchre and the Greek Orthodox
Patriarchate of Jerusalem. This guardianship that forms a
shield of protection and an extension to the Omary Covenant
that took place between the Patriarch Sophronius and Caliph
Omar ibn al-Khattab. We are keeping this covenant with you
until God inherits the earth.

Your Majesty,

Christmas is the day of the incarnation of peace and love.
This love is the fruit of divine descent mixed with self-
sacrifice, utter humility and self-relinquishment, in order
for man to reconcile with God and his neighbor. This
overwhelming peace descends from above, the heavens, and
dwells in the heart of man. For there is no peace on earth
without the peace and purity of the heart. We cannot love God
without offering this love to our neighbor. For man has to
love his fellow man, whoever he may be and from wherever he
may be. The glorious Christmas teaches us to see God in the
face of every man on earth and to love him.

That is why Christ was born in the flesh, from a virgin woman
(Our Lady the Virgin Mary), and has chosen to be born in a
manger, in a modest cave, in the small city of Bethlehem. The
first who heard the praise of the angels from heaven, the



missionaries of His birth, were the simple shepherds of Beit
Sahour. Those who gave Him gifts were the wisemen who were
strangers, and the first who defended Him were the children
martyrs of Bethlehem.

With the birth of Jesus in our Holy Land and His baptism in
the Jordan River, we have here in Jordan a new birth for all
mankind. This birth founded universal spiritual concepts that
changed the course of history henceforth forever.

Today, as we celebrate together this glorious Christmas that
reminds us of the importance of peace and the urgent need of
human societies to it. We appeal to all those of good will
throughout the world to work for the just peace of all people,
to solidify the brotherhood of people and their 1living
together. We welcome others especially the needy. We open up
to them in the spirit of love. We listen to them, accept them
and extend a helping hand to them to contribute to the spirit
of brotherhood and love, not to the spirit of isolation. Our
celebration of the glorious birth is measured by our ability
to love, receive, and be in unity.

Your Majesty the King,
Ladies and gentlemen children of the one Jordanian family,

Our Orthodox church, The Mother of Churches, is the local
church in our Holy Land and 1is represented by the Greek
Orthodox Patriarchate. This 1is deep-rooted by the Church
canons and even by international laws. Hence, out of our
spiritual and pastoral responsibility in the body of the
universal Church, we raise the warning flags of the dangers
that result from the heretic teachings and positions of
certain groups that speak in the name of Christianity. Where
true Christianity is free and innocent from these teachings.
These groups, especially the Christian Radicals, adopt beliefs
and teachings that could not be farther from Christ and his
teachings. These pseudo-Christians run on interfaith platforms



and give a distorted picture of our Christian faith. They
exploit interfaith forums to falsify history. In our Orthodox
Church, we warn against the distortion of true beliefs in
order to achieve the goals of those who hate and conspire. Our
Church indeed suffers from attacks on its properties and
endowments in Jerusalem and Palestine as a part of a
systematic attack on all the churches of Jerusalem. These
attacks take several forms: from imposing taxes to trying to
confiscate property. In fact, more than fifty churches have
been burned and broken by the so-called Jewish price-paying
groups since nineteen sixty-seven. Unfortunately, the campaign
of targeting churches is continuous till today. This requires
the mounting of efforts from all the churches of the world to
support the guardianship of your majesty to protect the Holy
Sepulchre and our historic churches in the Holy Land. We and
all the Churches of the Middle East have expressed our firm
position that the basis of peace in Jerusalem is for the
Church of the Holy Sepulchre to remain for Christians only, as
is the Al-Agqsa Mosque for Muslims alone.

We would also like to emphasize, on behalf of all the Churches
of the Holy Land, that there is no alternative to the two-
state solution, and that eastern Jerusalem is the capital of
the State of Palestine. These are the most basic rights of the
oppressed Palestinian people. If the world continues to ignore
them, we will witness more religious conflict, extremism and
aggression against the rights of others.

Our beloved king,

In this difficult time of wars and tragedies that occur in the
neighboring countries, and in the midst of daily human
suffering and the growing fear of the unknown in the hearts of
people. We had beautiful overwhelming feelings of trust, love
and hope when you received the Templeton Prize for harmony and
peace. This added to our pride and love for your majesty. Your
authentic Hashemite generosity was your response to this
prize. When out of your reverence to the holy sites, your



majesty donated a large part of this prize to renovate the
Church of the Holy Sepulchre. Your stand showed the whole
world the true image of Islam and a unique model of
coexistence. Your majesty also exhibited the determination of
a great leader to preserve the national fabric of his kingdom.
Your Majesty, the performance of your duties 1in your
stewardship and guardianship of our Islamic and Christian holy
sites is the best example to the world of true jihad, and is a
lesson to each one how he should do his best in his duty.

Your Majesty the King,

On the occasion of Christmas and New Year’s Day, we raise our
prayers and supplications to the Lord God for the sake of your
Majesty’s health and success to continue your blessed journey.
We also ask our Lord to perpetuate His gift of security and
stability and to preserve our precious Jordan and our
sacrificing Arab army, and all those who are keen on the
safety and stability of our homeland. We wish all the sons and
daughters of the beloved homeland every grace and blessing.
Madio¢ God bless your majesty, and may Jordan be blessed
forever.

Takxe BbicTynun JlatTuHckuin MNaTpuapx B WepycanuMme r-H [lbep
battucta Muuuabanna, nogyYepkHYB papgoCTb PoOXOeCTBEHCKOro
npa3gHMKa W TPYOHOCTU, C KOTOPbLIMU CTankuBawTcCcd LepKswu
Wepycanuma n bnuxHero BocTtoka. OH Takxe ynoMaHyn nopoepxky Ero
BennyectBa Kopons WoppaHun B OTHOweHun LepkBen v nosgpaBun
Kopona ¢ TeMNNTOHOBCKOW npemMuen, MNOAYYEHHOU UM He[aBHO.

3aTeM BbLICTYNWU WEWX, OTBETCTBEHHbIN 3@ MyCYySibMaHCKMWE BaKbl.

Bo BpeMsa MeponpuaTtusa ObNM MCNOSHEHbH necHuM WoppaHckue w
PoxgpecTBeHCKMe, KaTaBacusi «XpUCTOC paxpaeTcs, ClaBute» XOpoM WU
«ABe Mapua» cnagkorslacHoOM [OeBYWKOW.

[flocne oKOH4YaHua Meponpuatua Ero BenuyectBo Koponb nopan
KOPOJZIeBCKYl Tpane3y BCEM TOCTAM.



naBHbi CekpeTapuar



