OCBAIWEHWUE CBATOIO XPAMA
CBATOr0O WMCAAKA CUPCKOIro wu
CBATOr0O TreEOPrma B [OOXE
(KATAP)

Ona ocedAweHuna cBaAToro xpama Ceatoro Wcaaka Cupckoro, CBaTtoro
BennkoMyuyeHnka Tleoprua TMobepoHocua u CBatoro Makapusa
Apxuennckona WepycanuMmckoro B [loxe (Katap) Ero boxecTBeHHOe
bnaxeHcTtBo Haw OTeuy u MNaTpuapx WNepycanuMmckun @eodpun Bbiexan U3
Wepycanuma B 4yeTBepr yTpoM 8-oro / 21-oro ¢eBpansa 2019 ropgpa B
asponopT beH-TypuoH B Tenb-ABMBe W OTTyOa Bbleten yepe3 AMMaH
B Katap. Ero bnaxeHcTBo conposoxpanu Ero BoicOKOnpeocCBAWEHCTBO
Apxunenuckon KoHcTaHTUHCKuM ApucTtapx, Ero BbicokonpeocBSAWEHCTBO
Apxuenuckon MennbCkun OuNymMeH, apxXuMaHOopuT EBOOKUM OYXOBHUK
Ceston JlaBpbl MpenogobHoro CaBbl OCBAWEHHOrO0 M apxuaonakoH Mapk.

Ero bnaxeHctBo npubbn B Katap BeyepoMm B 4yeTBepr 8-oro / 21-oro
despansa 2019 ropa. Ero npuHanm Ero BblCOKONpPeOCBAWEHCTBO
Apxuenunckon KaTTtapckuum Makapuin, CBSAWEHHUKU Apxumennckonuwu
Katapa, CBAWEHHUK [OuMUTpUM U CBAWEHHUK CTunmaH, COTPYOHWUKM
CesiweHHon KaTtTapckon Apxumenumckonuwu, npenctasuTenu
npasutenbctBa KaTtapa Takue, KaK MUHUCTP MHOCTPaHHLIX Oen wu
npyrne. 3aTteM Ero brnaxeHCTBO oTnpaBuica B TOCTUHMUUY,
npegHa3HayeHHylw pna Ero npeboiBavHus B [oxe, B KayecTBe
npurnaweHHoro rocta locypmapcTtBa KaTapa.

BeuepoM TOro xe pgHs cocTosncsa oduumanbHbein npueM Ero bnaxeHcTBa
B xpame (CBAToro Wcaaka Cupckoro u Cesitoro leoprus, npoBeneHHbIN
MOJIOEXHbIMXW OpraHusaunamm un cobpaHuem LlepkBu. BbinnM coBepleHb
npa3gHu4Haa BeuepHa OcBAweHuMas U gpyrve MeponpuaTua, TakKue Kak
ucrnosiHeHme neceH, obpaweHnda Ha npueMme, npepnoxeHHoMm Ero
BoicokonpeocBAweHCTBOM KaTTapCKMM ApXMEenuckKonoM, U TakKxe B
XpaMe npu y4yacTuuM npenctaBuTenen npaBuTenbCTBa COrjacHO
pacnucaHui BboicTynun c obpaweHneM Ero bnaXxeHCTBO Ha aHrJIMACKOM
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f3blKe, KaK HWXe cnepyer:
“Your Eminence Archbishop Makarios,

Your Eminences,

Your Graces,

Respected Local Officials,

Dear Fathers,

Beloved Faithful,

Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

0 give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
His steadfast love endures forever!

This is the day that the Lord has made;
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

(Ps. 118:1,24)

It is an honour for us to be with you today, and we rejoice
with great gladness on the occasion of the consecration of the
completed Church of Saint Isaac the Syriac and Saint George
here in Doha. We wish to express our gratitude to you, Your
Eminence, Archbishop Makarios, for the hard work and
dedication that you have invested in the building of this
Church, and we wish also to acknowledge and thank all those
many people who have been benefactors and who have worked
themselves to make the dream of an Orthodox Church in Doha a
reality.

There have been many years in the construction, and we can at
last give thanks to Almighty God for the faith and
steadfastness of so many who have brought this project to a
happy conclusion.



On this occasion, we must also observe that the State of Qatar
boasts not only exceptional economic progress and development,
but also promotes a diverse cultural life. Since 2008,
Christians have been able to build churches here on land
contributed by the government, and there is an important
tradition here of interfaith dialogue. Over the years, many
important interfaith conferences and gatherings have been held
here, and we welcome to this occasion our friends from other
religious traditions.

The presence of the Churches in the State of Qatar, which
allows freedom of worship within the frame of the civil law,
is a testimony to the careful government of the Qatari
authorities as well as to the wise rule of the present Emir,
His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, and his father,
His Highness Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, Father Emir of
Qatar. Qatar was the first Gulf State to make history by
opening the door to non-Muslim religions. We wish to take this
opportunity to express our gratitude to them for all that they
have done to open the way for the building of this church.

The consecration of this church is significant for several
important reasons.

First of all, this Church establishes the presence of the
Orthodox Church in Qatar on a secure footing. At last the
faithful have a permanent Church for worship and for the
events of the community. The Rum Orthodox Church and the
Patriarchate of Jerusalem have deep roots in this region, and
we were witnesses to the emergence of Islamic faith and
culture.

In addition to this historical truth, this Orthodox community
in Doha is representative of the oikomene — the inhabited
world — for gathered here are the people from all over the
world. Qatar is well known for its international flavor, and
this Orthodox community also reflects this international life.
Here we see the living out of the vision of the Psalmist, who



said;

The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in 1ift,
the world, and those who live in 1it.

(Psalm 24:1)

But perhaps most significantly the consecration of this Church
that 1s dedicated to St. Isaac and to Saint George 1s a
testimony that challenges the so-called “clash” of
civilizations between Christianity and Islam. Where
Christianity and Islam are lived in their true fullness, they
have co-existed for centuries in respect and mutual
understanding. Indeed, the dedication of this church to Saint
George is a sign of this, as both Christians and Muslims share
a deep veneration for Saint George.

The Arab peninsula as well as the Arab peoples of the Gulf,
like all the regions of the Middle East, share a civilization
of common religious and moral values, grounded in the
respective Holy Books. These common fundamental religious and
moral values have shaped and formed a common human
civilization that understands the richness of our multi-
ethnic, multi-religious landscape.

All these considerations make the consecration of this Church
a historic moment. And if we may be permitted a personal note,
it gives us a deep personal satisfaction to preside over this
consecration, as we served here in this community 20 years
ago, and we came to love and respect the Emirate of Qatar, its
leaders, and its people.

On behalf of the Brotherhood of the Holy Sepulchre and the
Holy Synod, we take this opportunity to convey the blessings
of the Holy Tomb to this community, and to thank all those who
have contributed to the building up of this Orthodox community
and the completion of this church. We take deep pride in all
that you have accomplished, dear Archbishop Makarios, on



behalf of our Brotherhood.

Mdioc God bless you and our congregation, which is under your
spiritual and pastoral care, and may God bless all the people
of our beloved Qatar.

Thank you”.

CobbiTMS npoucxoounum B COOTBETCTBUM C rpapukoM KatTapckou
Apxuenuckonuu, B TO BpeMs Kak nenum xop u3 OeccaloHWK nopf
PYKOBOACTBOM I -Ha MoaHHMCa XacaHuaoucCa Ha TrpeyYeckoM a3blke U
NPUXOOCKON XOp Ha apabCkoM a3biKe.

MnaBHbin CekpeTapmar



