APXWEPENCKAA JNUTYPIMA HA
PYWHAX BWU3AHTUUCKOr0 XPAMA V
BEKA B W3PAWIbCKOM TOPOJE
Alipona

NMpumepHo B 1981 ropgy, B Hadane paboT Ha CTpouTenbHOM MJowWapke
HOBOFr0O fQOOMa B paWoHe xHOro Awpopga, 3eM/JepoMHas MalWHa
obHapyxuna cnegbl MO3awku OpPEBHEro BM3aHTUWCKOrO CBSATOrO xpama,
B pe3yfnbTaTe 4yero Apxeonormyeckas cnyxba W3pawns BMewanacb w
3anpeTtuna npogonxeHve paborT.

C Tex nop KOHKPEeTHbKN y4yacTOK oOcCTaBancad HeobpaboTaHHbM U
nepewen B CcobCcTBEHHOCTb TrocypapcTtea. B 2009 ropy
Apxeonorudyeckas cnyxba BO3/0XMna OTBETCTBEHHOCTb 3@ pPaCKOMKWH
Ha KOHKpPeTHOM y4yacTKe Ha apxeofnora f-pa AnekcaHppa O®apankuHa,
npenopasaTtend Tenb-ABUBCKOINr0O yHuUBepcurterTa, KOTOPbIN
cneunanu3upyeTtcsa Ha [pesHen peumn VIII B. po P.X. Packonkwu
OblIM OTSIOKEHbI U MPOLOJSIXEHB B 3TOM rofy.

Mpn packonkax 6bin oBHapyXeH KOMMNAEeKC 3[0aHMWU C UeHTpalibHbIM
XpaMOM W YaCOBHAMU, WUMEWIWMMU YHUKANbHYI OYXOBHYKW MU
MCTOPUYECKYID LEHHOCTb C MO3awkaMu, Hagnucamm m Kpectamm. EcTb
BEPOSATHOCTb, 4YTO XpaM Obl1 XEHCKUW MCUXACTCKUMU MOHACTbIPb [EB
OMaKoHUCC.

YTpoM B 4yeTBepr, 16-ro /29-ro wuwna 2021 ropma, Ero
BoicokonpeocBsuweHCTBO Apxuenuckon [epacckun OeopaH BO3rnaBu
boXeCTBEHHYW NUTYpPruw Ha OTKPLITOM BO3AyXe Yy pa3BajinH OpeBHero
XpaMa C yyacTueM npenofoOHbIX apxXuMaHoputoB 0. WUrHaTtua, urymexa
Cena MactywkoB u beunt-Oxansl, 0 KOHCTaAaHTWUHa, WryMeHa CB.
MOHacTbeipa Xo3eBa, ApTeMusa, urymeHa Xaudol, JleoHTUA, WUryMeHa
Paduomun Camapunckoun, Mapkenna, urymeHa Ceatoro [eoprus B
Jinppe, u o. AnekcaHgpa fAceBu4ya, CBAUWEHHWKA PYCCKOSA3bIYHOM
nactebl B be3p-llese. lpucyTtcrteoBanu Ero BbiCOKONPEOCBAWEHCTBO
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Apxunenuckon MWepanonbckun Wcupop, apxuMmMaHaopuT o. MWpuHapx,
nrymeH KanepHayMa, W apxXuMaHopuT 0. XpU30OCTOM, UrymMeH KaHbl.

Nocne boxecTBeHHOW nuTyprunm Ero bnaxeHcTtBo Haw OTeuy u Matpuapx
Nepycanumckun Oeopun cosepuwmnn TpUCBSATEHME 3a YNOKOEHME Oyw OT
BEKOB MOYMBWKUX OTLOB, WUMEHa KOTOPbIX YMNOMAHYTbl B pPa3/INYHbLIX
HagnNnuUcax Ha MO3aW4yHOM nony, HanpuMep: MUpakamm Enuckon,
lMpokonun Enuckon, Kap Enuckon, [awaH [lpecButep, C(CregaH
lMpeceutep, Makcum [uakoH, CoppoHus win EBppocmHus Matb, CeBepa
anakoHuncca, Qeopocus guakoHucca, [puropumsa OnakoHucca.

B packonkax Obi1 0bHapyXeH Takxe MOrunel geteun, CKopee MOUEMN,
T.K. rfaBa OQHOro M3 HUX Oblla NPOH3eHa KOMbeM M30 pTa [0
yepena, 4YTO SIBNSETCHA 3HAaKOM My4YeHWYecTBa.

3aTeM B NPUCYTCTBUM MECTHbIX BflacTen, T.e. Buue-maIpa Awpopa,
Apxeonorunyeckon cnyxbosl Tenb-ABMBCKOro YyHuBepcuteta, Ero
bnaxeHcTBO npoBen Ha packonkax A-p AnekcaHpp O®apankuH. Ero
bnaxeHcTBo o06paTuncd K nMNpPUCYTCTBYWOWMM Cnefywowen pedbl,
nogyepkKHyB BaXHOCTb HaXOOOK KaK CBA3ywWero 3BeHa Mexoy BeTxum
n HoBbiM 3aBeTaMM M MecCTa BCTpeyun wuccrneposaTtenen, NasoOMHUKOB W
TYPUCTOB, BOOXHOBJ/IIEMbIX HA XM3Hb TBOpPYeCTBa, MUpa U KyJbTypbl:

“MR. MAYOR,
Dr Fantalkin,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a great pleasure for us to be here today at this
significant site. This church, established by Bishop Procopios
in the 6th century, 1s important evidence of the fact that
Ashdod, known then as Azotos, was among the principal cities
on the coast during the Byzantine period.

Ashdod has a long and noteworthy history, and we read about it
in both the 0ld and the New Testaments. According to the Book
of Joshua, 1t was given to the Tribe of Judah as their home
(Joshua 15:46), and in the Acts of the Apostles, we read that



Saint Philip found himself hereafter baptizing the officer of
the court of the Ethiopian queen (Acts 8:40).

These are only two examples from its long history. But they
speak to the fact that the Bible is a record of our shared
sacred history. And the discovery of this Byzantine church,
which 1is for us Christians a significant holy site, 1is a
testimony to the witness that the Patriarchate of Jerusalem
has given down the centuries to our sacred history. As the
oldest religious institution in the region, the Patriarchate
has embodied this sacred history and given it legitimacy.

We appreciate very much that the State of Israel and the
Antiquities Authority are sensitive to the diverse
civilizations that have existed in this region. This has
always been a multi-cultural, multi-ethnic, and multi-
religious landscape where different peoples have flourished
down the ages. And we wish to recognise the hard work and
commitment of Dr Fantalkin and the Faculty of Humanities of
Tel Aviv University, to which the Department of Archaeology
belongs, since the discovery of this site in 2017. They have
borne the major burden of the work of this excavation and
brought to light this invaluable heritage.

This site is both a holy site as well as a site of supreme
historical and academic value. There is an existence of the
Christian presence here even before this Church. We know that
one of the bishops of this region, Bishop Silouanos, attended
the First Ecumenical Council in Nicaea in the year 325. There
are inscriptions at this church mentioning the name of Bishop
Hierakleios, who participated in both the Third Ecumenical
Council of Ephesus in 431 and the Fourth Ecumenical Council at
Chalcedon in 451.

But we have here a site that, like Madaba and Megiddo, has the
power to draw not only scholars but also tourists and pilgrims
in large numbers. We have a treasure here that we must
preserve and make accessible to the many hundreds of thousands



of pilgrims who come to the Holy Land every year. As a site of
such significant scientific and religious consequence, this
site is of immense value to the City of Ashdod, and it is part
of the common heritage of all humanity in the Holy Land.

At this site, many tombs have been discovered, including the
graves of several women who bore the title deaconess. This
confirms for us the existence of this office in the early
Church. In addition to this, tombs of holy martyrs have been
uncovered, which 1is proof that this place served as a
liturgical gathering place before the 4th century. This 1is
evidence that this place was a place of worship during the
time of persecution. According to the writings of Saint John
Chrysostom, the tombs of the martyrs were used as the altars
where the divine Eucharist was celebrated. This discovery
alone will draw the presence of pilgrims, both from the East
and the West, who will want to venerate this holy site and who
hold the martyrs from the age of persecution in high honour.

We thank you, MR. MAYOR, for your care and concern for the
preservation of this site that is a witness to our shared
sacred history in this region. And we congratulate you, Dr
Fantalkin, on your remarkable achievement 1in bringing this
site to the attention of the world community. The conservation
and development of this site by the local authorities would
strengthen the existing good relations between the State of
Israel and the Patriarchate of Jerusalem, and, by extension,
with the Christian world in general and with the Orthodox
world in particular, such as the nations of Greece, Cyprus,
Russia, Rumania, Bulgaria, Serbia, Georgia and others.

In the preservation of this site, today’s residents of Ashdod
will take pride in the further evidence of the historical and
spiritual significance of their beloved city, and if we pay
special attention to those who have preceded us and left an
indelible stamp of their presence, we would expect future
generations to preserve the evidence of our own lives and
witness here. As we read in the Book of Psalms:



Then we your people, the flock of your pasture,

will give thanks to you forever;

from generation to generation, we will recount your praise.
(Ps 78 [79]: 13)

It is our fervent hope and desire that this site be preserved
intact, and ultimately be made accessible both to scholars and
to pilgrims, like all other holy places in our region. This
would be a living testimony of the history of this ancient
city, and would promote peaceful coexistence, tolerance, and
mutual respect. This would be a tangible symbol of the words
we read in the Bible, that we are to pursue righteousness,
godliness, faith, love, endurance, and gentleness (1 Tim.
6:11).

This 1is the mission of the Patriarchate, and we pledge
ourselves to support and assist in this work. MAY this place
be a source of both knowledge and spiritual refreshment for
generations to come.

Thank you”.

JTO BaxHoe MeponpuatTue opraHusoBan Ero BbicoKonpeocCBAWEHCTBO
Apxuenunckon MapaBCKUW ApUCTOBYJI, OTBeYawWwuMn 3a PYCCKOA3bIYHYI
nactey [MaTtpuapxata. OH npepnoxun MMaTpuapweMy COMPOBOXOEHUIO WU
BCEM MPUCYTCTBYWUWMUM KONIMBO, CTaKaH XONMOOHOW BOObl U (QPYKTHI.

MnaBHbin CekpeTapmar



